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Introduction

A person or utensil that has contracted Tumah (ritual uncleanliness)
can—in most cases—remove that Tumah by being immersed in a
kosher (valid, qualified) Mikvah (ritualarium). In order to be kosher,
the Mikvah must consist of and contain 40 Sa’ah (approximately 200
gallons) or more of water, and be built into the ground or into the
structure of a building that is built into the ground. If it consists of
another liquid; if the water is discolored by a foreign substance such
as wine; or if there is less than 40 Sa’ah of water, the Mikvah is
disqualified. Additionally, the water must have arrived into the pool
naturally via a spring or rainfall, either directly, or by means of a
pipe or other conduit that is not considered a “vessel” (i.e., the pipe
has no cavity that can “hold” the water; the water only passes
through it). If, however, the water was in a vessel before coming into
the Mikvah it becomes “Sheuvin” (“drawn”) and the Mikvah
becomes invalid.

Sheuvin water invalidates a Mikvah in one of two ways.

1. Sheuvin water whose volume is less than three Log
(approximately 24 ounces; [cf. Vayikra 14:10 et al]) invalidates a
Mikvah—because it is an absence of natural water. Thus, if a
Mikvah contains exactly 40 Sa’ah of which even the smallest
amount is Sheuvin water, the Mikvah is invalidated—there is not
enough natural water. This problem is easily corrected, however,
simply by adding natural water until the Mikvah has 40 Sa’ah of
natural water.

2. Sheuvin water whose volume is three Log or more completely
invalidates a Mikvah so that even the Mikvah’s natural water may
no longer be used. In this case the entire Mikvah must be drained
and the Mikvah must be refilled from scratch with natural water.
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Significantly, Sheuvin is problematic only for a Mikvah that has less
than 40 Sa’ah of natural water—the requisite amount—at the time
that the Sheuvin water enters it. If the Mikvah has 40 Sa’ah or more
of natural water at the time that the Sheuvin enters it, the Sheuvin
water does no damage to the Mikvah’s validity. In other words, once
the validity of the Mikvah has been established, because it contains
40 Sa’ah of natural water, it becomes immune to complications of
Sheuvin.

Even where a Mikvah is kosher, it can only remove Tumah from a
person or utensil if the person or utensil undergoes a proper
immersion. This entails that the person’s entire body, or the entire
utensil, be submerged in the water at the same time. If, for example,
one immerses the blade of a knife with the handle out of the water,
and then reverses it and immerses the handle with the blade out of
the water, the immersion is invalid even though every part of the
knife was submerged at some point. The knife must be reimmersed,
with its entirety in the water at a single moment of time.
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Mishnah Four: The Partially discolored Mikvah

: ‘793 If wine or olive water fell "N Srin iR 14 1’31'1'15 ‘793 :
-1 into [a Mikvah] and i3 PR OX PR NEYDD gl
changed a portion of its appearance', S Tt TE
if less than 40 Sa’ah looks like water a1 70 - IR0 DYIIR D AR
one may not immerse in it’. Ja ")13(9? x5

L. i.e.,, one area of the water became discolored and another area retained a water
appearance. 2. i.e., unlike other disqualifiers, such as three Log of Sheuvin, which
invalidate even the kosher part of the Mikvah, discoloration only affects the water which
is actually discolored, and the remaining water remains kosher. Thus, if the remaining
water is 40 Sa’ah or more, that part of the Mikvah remains kosher for immersion. If the
remaining water is less than 40 Sa’ah, even that part of the Mikvah becomes invalidated,
for it does not contain the requisite 40 Sa’ah.
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Mishnah Five: Sheuvin Water Mixed With Another Liquid

w -IW‘?W [If you have] three Log ‘7931 ,0n »;‘-) -lw‘7w w
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1. a small measure, approximately 1/8 ounce. 2. before it had 40 Sa’ah, but there was
enough water so that the overall Mikvah retains a water appearance. 3. just as wine
disqualifies a Mikvah (as in the previous Mishnah) so too it neutralizes Sheuvin
water—once Sheuvin water takes on a wine appearance, it no longer invalidates a
Mikvah. 4. i.e., milk is white and will not change the appearance of a much larger
amount of water, as opposed to wine above, whose darkness causes a discoloration of the
three Log of water. 5. before it had 40 Sa’ah. 6. i.e., although after the milk falls into
the water, it appears that we have a complete three Log of Sheuvin, since in fact part of
the three Log is not water but milk, the Mikvah is not rendered invalid. Note that
according to this opinion Sheuvin disqualifies a Mikvah only if (a) there are three Log of
actual water and (b) it has a water appearance. Thus in the case of wine despite that
there are three Log of actual water, the Mikvah is not disqualified, because there is no
water appearance. In the case of milk the Mikvah is likewise not disqualified but for the
opposite reason. Although there is a water appearance, since the actual water is less
than three Log, the Mikvah is not invalidated. 7. thus in the case of wine he agrees
with the first opinion that the Mikvah is not invalidated since it looks like wine. In the
second case, however, he disagrees. Although the actual water is less than three Log,

once the milk is added it creates a mixture that has the appearance of three Log of water
and the Mikvah is thus invalidated.
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Mishnah Six: The Lessening of the Exact Mikvah

7: '-npn [If] a Mikvah contains exactly 40

Sa’ah [of water] and two
[ritually unclean] people went down and
immersed themselves, one after the other, the
first person becomes Tahor' and the second
person remains Tamei’. Rabbi Yehudah says,
“If the first person’s feet are still touching the
water then even the second person becomes
Tahor" >.” If one immerses a Sagoss® in it
and takes it out, [but] part of the Sagoss is still
in the water®, he’ is Tahor'. [If one immerses]
a leather cushion or mattress® [into a Mikvah
of exactly 40 Sa’ah], as soon as one lifts their
edges out of the water’, the water inside them
becomes Sheuvin. [When it falls back into the
Mikvah, it invalidates the Mikvah.] What
should one do [to avoid this problem]? He
should lift them out by way of their bottoms".
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L. ritually cleansed. 2. in a state of Tumah, i.e., he remains ritually unclean. This is
because the first person immersed in a Mikvah of 40 Sa’ah, but when he exited the
Mikvah some of the water remained on his body and the Mikvah is left with less than 40
Sa’ah for the second person’s immersion. 3. the water on the first person’s body is
seen as connected to the Mikvah and the Mikvah thus has the requisite 40 Sa’ah. 4. a
type of garment. 5. ie., a Mikvah of exactly 40 Sa’ah. 6. i.e., if the Sagoss is
completely removed from the water the Mikvah becomes invalidated, as there is no
longer 40 Sa’ah left in it, (as in the case above where the first person completely exited
the Mikvah). 7. i.e., one who immerses while the Sagoss is in this position. 8% [cf.
Tosfos Yom Tov to Mikvaos 10:2 and Tiferes Yisrael to Keilim 20:1.] 9. leaving the
Mikvah with less than 40 Sa’ah.  10. i.e., with their bottoms upward so that no water
collects inside of them so as to become Sheuvin, but rather immediately returns to the
Mikvah and retains its status as natural Mikvah water.
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Mishnah Seven: The Shallow Mikvah

n S’JU-I If one immerses a bed into niclo N N SR k! ‘7):{3-[ n

a [shallow, mud bottomed, 9 by X
Mikvah] even if the legs sink into the mud., ' -

[the bed] becomes T ahor® because the 13yl vua ”"VP"W’ ,-p‘njw
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one side of the Mikvah] so that the water meY 13 D) ’5’31"

rises, and goes down and immerses [on the R"I(D vrn ‘731m i 000

side without the wood and reeds]. If a .
needle is placed on the steps of a [water LORTGR o _m")pn SV AAnN)

filled] cave’, if one moves the water to and 13YY 72,083 X2 7["7173
fro®, as soon as [this causes] a wave to Raminieks ‘7;3 ﬂ"?;}
wash over [the needle], it becomes Tahor”. ' '

L. i.e., the bed is too tall to be submerged into the shallow water,; it can only be
submerged if the legs are pressed into the mud. 2. ritually cleansed. 3. i.e., we need
not be concerned that when the legs press into the mud they are no longer in the water,
for the water enters the mud around the legs so that the entire bed is in the water. 4.
i.e., too shallow for immersion. 5. i.e., and the needle is slightly above the water level.
6. i.e., with one’s hand.
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